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Edgemont Junior High School band students practice marching 
and performing in the school parking lot last month in preparation 
for the district’s first-ever Marching Band Extravaganza. The 
community is invited to attend the free event at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
April 11 at Sparks Stadium.

Every Wednesday, the Northern Pacifi c 
Coffee Company in Parkland hosts an 
open microphone night for aspiring 
musicians. Performers from around the 
area, including students at nearby Pacifi c 
Lutheran University, usually fi ll the sign-
in sheet. 

Two days before his twelfth birthday, 
however, Jason Kertson took to the stage 
and entertained the crowd with his singing 
and guitar skills. With his father playing 
guitar alongside, the Pope Elementary 
sixth grader earned large rounds of ap-
plause and cheers with a mixture of popu-
lar songs and an original composition.

The coffee house was fi lled with more 
than two dozen customers and other musi-
cians scheduled to perform. Many shouted 
their approval when Jason began sing-
ing and playing well-known songs like 
The Beatles’ “Money” and Pink Floyd’s 
“Comfortably Numb.”

Along with his family, some of the boy’s 
friends from Ridgecrest Elementary came 
to listen and cheer.

For his fi nal song of the night, Jason 
switched from electric guitar to an 
acoustic model to play and sing his own 
composition.

The boy entered his song last fall in the 
annual Refl ections contest sponsored by 
the National PTA. It was selected as a 
fi nalist at the district level and is currently 
part of the state-level competition. He also 

performed the song in January during a 
reception for Refl ections contest partici-
pants at Kalles Junior High.

“He’s very good for his age. He’s a joy,” 
said Mike Myers, co-owner of the coffee 
house.  It’s not often, he said, that an 
elementary school musician appears at 
open microphone night. 

Myers remembers when Jason fi rst played 
at his coffee house more than two years 

ago, adding he was impressed with how 
far the sixth grader has progressed. Jason 
has participated in the business’s open 
microphone nights a couple of times 
since his debut performance and said he 
enjoys performing and listening to other 
musicians.

The aspiring musician said his interest 
in guitar began as a third grader when 
he noticed a guitar that belonged to his 
father, Christopher. He asked his dad for 

some lessons, and he’s practiced nearly 
every day since then.

“I’ve always had a real interest in music,” 
he said. “I remember thinking this is really 
what I want to do, and I just kept practicing.”

His mother, Erika, said she remembers how 
much he enjoyed music as a young child.

“He started playing the tennis racquet 
before he started playing the guitar,” she 
said.

Jason said he is inspired by musicians 
who fi rst gained fame in the 1960s and 
1970s, such as Lindsey Buckingham of 
the group Fleetwood Mac.

He also began listening to Led Zeppelin 
in fourth grade and learned to play the 
band’s song, “Stairway to Heaven.” He 
performed the eight-minute song at school 
that year, making his fi rst live perfor-
mance on stage. 

Jason played the song again last Septem-
ber during the Puyallup School District’s 
Education Day at the Puyallup Fair, at-
tracting dozens of passers-by with his solo 
performance.

At Pope Elementary, he both sings and 
plays guitar in the Thunderbirds Choir.

“He’s obviously becoming very accom-
plished,” said Principal Cory Crawford. 

More than 1,000 band students from all of 
the school district’s junior highs and high 
schools will perform for the community 
on April 11 in the fi rst-ever Marching 
Band Extravaganza.

The free event begins at 1 p.m. at Sparks 
Stadium, 601 Seventh Ave. S.W. in Puyal-
lup. It is expected to last just over an hour.

“These students have worked really hard 
to prepare for this, and it’s well worth 
seeing,” said Andy Burch, band teacher 
at Edgemont Junior High and coordinator 
of the event. “I invite the community to 
come out and support the kids.”

This event will be the one time this year 
that band students from all of the district’s 
junior highs and high schools gather to-
gether to perform for the community.

Traditionally, the school bands have 
entertained crowds at the Daffodil Parade; 
however, none of Puyallup’s bands will be 
participating in the parade this year because 
it falls on the last weekend of spring break.

“Many of our students and staff are out of 
town during that time, and we also need 
the week before the parade to practice,” 
said Brian Fox, director of student learn-
ing. “Because of the instructional empha-
sis we have on concert performances in 
our music department, it is critical that we 
have time to prepare and rehearse for a 
parade performance.”

During the Marching Band Extravaganza, 
bands from each of the district’s seven 
junior high schools and three compre-
hensive high schools will march into the 
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Pope sixth grader entertains crowds with guitar skills
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Pope Elementary sixth grader Jason Kertson sings and plays guitar 
during an open microphone night at the Northern Pacifi c Coffee 
Company in Parkland. His father, Christopher, plays guitar alongside 
his son.

continued on page 4

Strike up the band: students 
to perform April 11 at Sparks
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I recently had the great pleasure of attend-
ing a reception honoring and showcasing 
art submissions to the PTA Refl ections 
program. There were 339 total pieces 
submitted from across the district. The art 
was displayed among artifacts at our own 
Karshner Museum. I was truly amazed at 
the creativity of our student artists. The 
diversity of subjects, themes, and mes-
sages was delivered through a variety of 
mediums from mosaic to watercolor and 
photography. Of these submissions, 52 
pieces will move forward to state competi-
tion. The arts are truly alive and well in 
the Puyallup School District.

We all know that the arts play an im-

portant role in the lives of our young 
people. The arts teach kids to be more 
tolerant and open, improve their overall 
academic performance, and allow them 
to express themselves creatively and 
beef up their self-confi dence. Students 
actively engaged in arts education are 
also likely to have higher test scores 
than those with little or no involvement.

Arts programs also keep students en-
gaged in school, which means they are 
less likely to drop out, and they develop 
skills needed by the 21st century work-
force: critical thinking, creative problem 
solving, effective communication, team-
work, and more.

There are many ways parents can get 
more art into the lives of kids. Find out 
about local events like museum exhibits, 
local plays, festivals, and concerts. We 
have some fi ne museums and theater 
groups in our area. Enjoy the arts to-
gether. Sing, play music, read a book, 
dance, or draw with your child at home. 

Encourage your child to participate in 
the arts and celebrate that participation 
in and out of school. Contact local arts 
organizations to inquire about art 
education programs that take place 
after school and volunteer to donate 
time, supplies, or help with advocacy 
programs.

Be an arts supporter. Contact your 
elected offi cials to ask for arts education 
funding from the local, state, and federal 
levels. When test scores become the 
ultimate measure of education success, 
when funding shortages force non-
tested subjects to compete for survival, 
it becomes all too easy to lose sight of 
the real bottom line — the well-being of 
children. 

Our schools ought to be places of life and 
energy, places where hunger and poverty 
do not exist, places where beauty and 
truth are held sacred. And they should 
be places where artwork adorns the halls 
and music fi lls the air.

A Zeiger Elementary student’s essay 
honoring veterans has taken fi rst place in 
a local writing contest.

Fourth grader CJ Robinson wrote the es-
say for a contest conducted by the Puyal-
lup Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #2224 
Ladies Auxiliary, in conjunction with 
other VFW posts around the area. His 
teacher, Kimmie Read, said she included 
the essay contest as part of the class’s 
weekly writing exercises. 

“When she brought up the theme of 
veterans, I just thought of my grandpa,” 

Fourth grader wins VFW essay contest
Robinson said.

In one part of his essay, Robinson de-
scribes how his grandfather, Jack Brown, 
fought in the Vietnam War. “Thankfully 
he was not killed like the many who were. 
But he was injured,” Robinson wrote.

Read submitted the student essays to the 
Puyallup VFW last November. She later 
heard Robinson’s entry had moved on 
to the district level, which also includes 
posts in Tacoma, Buckley, Sumner, and 
Spanaway. Robinson said his family re-
ceived a call informing them he had won 

fi rst place at the district level.

In January, the Puyallup VFW Post #2224 
hosted an ice cream social for Robinson 
and other local winners. Another event 
on March 21 honored district-level award 
winners. For winning fi rst place in the dis-
trict, Robinson receives a $50 cash prize, 
certifi cate, medallion, and pin.

To read Robinson’s winning essay, visit 
the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
us. On the Home page’s Student Gallery, 
click “See more student art,” then click 
“poetry and prose.”

Board Member’s Message
Celebrating the arts in our school district

Staying strong in tough economic times
Each hour of every day we are reminded 
of the nation’s unprecedented fi nancial 
diffi culties all around us. Daily newspaper 
headlines, Internet Web sites, and televi-
sion and radio broadcasts scream out 
about the declining stock market, soar-
ing unemployment, business and bank 
closures, and far too many personal stories 
of hardship. We watch as food costs rise 
and the stock market drops. This nation’s 
economic condition is unlike what many 
of us have seen in our entire lifetimes.

Here in Washington, the projected $8.3 
billion state defi cit could go even higher 
as it affects families, communities, and 
every state agency, including K-12 educa-
tion. Increased state expenses coupled 
with decreased tax revenue projections 
have created a bleak fi nancial outlook for 
all 295 school districts across the state. 
Puyallup is not unique or alone in terms of 
its budget challenges.

It’s easy, of course, to become cynical and 
place blame in the face of such alarm-
ing and distressing events. As diffi cult as 
these times are, I know we will rise above 
this challenge, just as we have withstood 
the onslaught of an ailing economy before 
in our district’s 155-year history. Our fo-
cus continues to be on providing the very 
best education we can for all students with 
the resources available.

Based on information in the governor’s 
proposed 2009-11 budget, combined 
with enrollment projections for next year, 
our district is preparing a plan to reduce 
spending between $11 and $15 million. 
While we will not know the exact fi nal 
impact until after the state Legislature 
fi nishes its work later this spring, we do 

know that signifi cant program and staff 
reductions will be necessary.

Our district has known for months of the 
state’s worsening revenue forecast and be-
gan last year studying its options to reduce 
spending. Last fall, several study groups 
were formed to review programs and 
services and develop potential cost-sav-
ing strategies. Our school board members 
heard recommendations from those study 
groups during a study session earlier this 
month. 

On March 23, our district Board of Direc-
tors weighed in on a list of proposed sav-
ings that refl ect a reduction of staff posi-
tions, the elimination and/or modifi cation 
of some existing programs, a reallocation 
of staff resources, and reductions in sup-
port services. The recommendations are 
the collective result of hundreds of hours 
of exhaustive research, a study of histori-
cal spending patterns, and an examination 
of future revenue projections.

I realize that every cost-cutting measure 
represents a person’s job or a school or 
district program. These are not easy deci-
sions. These are extremely diffi cult deci-
sions made in public — reported fully or 
partially by interested media — that must 

be made to keep our budget in balance 
today and to put us in a strong fi nancial 
position for the long term.

Bottom line: we have boldly measured 
cost-effective methods to balance our 
budget and discovered that in order 
to balance the budget no program or 
staffi ng level is sacred — everything is 
on the table for review. However, we 
are not waiting for the next school year 
to trim costs; we have been examining 
ways to immediately reduce spending 
this school year. Cost-saving measures 
have included controls on major equip-
ment and supply purchases, reduced 
paper consumption to save on copying 
costs, and discretionary, non-essential 
in-state and out-of-state travel. Addi-
tionally, as employees leave their jobs, 
some positions are not fi lled.

With the community’s help, it will take all 
of us to be more unifi ed and support each 
other to a greater extent to get through 
these challenging budget times. Parent 
involvement and community volunteers 
are needed more now than ever to help our 
students succeed. So, too, is the support 
and help we receive from civic organiza-
tions, the faith community, and our busi-
ness partners. 

I encourage stakeholders to review and 
comment on the district’s draft spending 
plan for next year at one of four com-
munity budget forums (dates, times, and 
locations are listed in the budget article 
on page 4). Furthermore, I urge all of you 
to do all that you can to help continue to 
build on the strengths of our district and 
move our children forward in a deter-
mined quest for excellence.



Educators, school board directors, and community members join in 
the ribbon cutting and offi cial dedication of the South Hill Mall display 
recognizing Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award winners.

Puyallup School District’s eleventh an-
nual Science Fair, “Science Explorations 
2009,” will be held April 16-19 during 
the Spring Fair at the Puyallup Fair and 
Events Center.

Student projects will be on display 
throughout the weekend on the second 
fl oor of the Pavilion.

Families are also invited to watch a 
variety of student activities and special 
science presentations.

Students in grades four through 12 will 
compete in a timed event called the Straw 
Tower Contest at 4:20 p.m. Thursday, 
April 16. They may register for this 
contest at their schools or between 6 and 
8 p.m. Wednesday, April 15 on the second 
fl oor of the Pavilion.

For the second consecutive year, Sci-
ence Fair organizers are offering a 
science trivia contest for students. There 
will also be an opportunity for adults 
to see if they are “Smarter than a Sixth 
Grader” by testing their knowledge of 
what Puyallup School District students 
are learning in science classes. Both 
activities will be ongoing throughout the 
duration of the science fair at a table set 
up near the offi ce on the second fl oor of 
the Pavilion.

This year’s Family Science Literacy 

series includes a presentation by Pierce 
College’s Science Clubonium at 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 17.

There will also be a Pacifi c Science 
Center performance sponsored by Bank 

of America: “Radical Reactions” on Sun-
day, April 19. The performance begins at 
4 p.m. 

The Science Fair awards ceremony is 
from 6 to 7 p.m. on Sunday, April 19.

Their smiles tell the story of their success.

A newly dedicated photo display at the 
South Hill Mall celebrates the achieve-
ments of 70 Puyallup School District 
students honored for academic excel-
lence, community involvement, and good 
citizenship.

Educators, school board members, and 
representatives from the Tacoma Urban 
League gathered on January 21 for a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony to offi cially dedi-
cate the display located inside the mall 
near the American Eagle store.

The four-sided white cube features the 
framed faces of each of this year’s Eliza-
beth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award 
winners in the Puyallup School District. 
The photos will be updated each fall when 
new winners are announced.

The Elizabeth Wesley program was 
created in 1996 to recognize and honor 
African-American youth in grades nine 
through 11 who are academically suc-
cessful and contribute to their schools and 
community. The award program is named 
for Elizabeth Wesley, a civic leader active 
in the founding of the Tacoma Urban 
League.

This year’s honorees represent 10 differ-
ent junior high and high schools in the 
school district, and they make up more 
than a third of the 201 student scholars 
named throughout all of Pierce County. 
Each of the student winners receives 
$350.

“This display represents something that 

really should be close to our hearts,” said 
Gerald Denman, executive director of 
diversity affairs. “These students have 
worked hard, and we need to do all we can 
to support them.”

Joining educators for the dedication were 
Thomas Dixon, president emeritus of the 
Tacoma Urban League, and Jim Walton, 
retired city manager of Tacoma. Both 
are actively involved with the Elizabeth 
Wesley program.

“This group of students decided to make 
a good life for themselves,” Dixon said. 
“The display uplifts the value of education 
throughout the community.”

Walton thanked the Puyallup School 
District and the mall for supporting 
the project and said, “Now is the time 
we really need to put an emphasis on 
education.”

The Puyallup School Board honored 
the 70 students at one of its meetings 
last fall shortly after the students were 
recognized at a countywide awards cer-
emony. Board President Greg Heath and 
Director Kathy Affl erbaugh attended the 
ribbon cutting.

“This is a great honor for the students,” 
Heath said. “They have dreams ahead of 
them, and anything we can do to support 
that is so important.”

Superintendent Tony Apostle joined Den-
man in recognizing South Hill Mall man-
ager David Montevideo for partnering 
with the district on the display, as well 
as to Dixon and Walton for their ongoing 
involvement with the program.

Educators Stan and Carol Silvernail also 
received special thanks for encouraging 
more students than ever before to par-
ticipate. The 70 Puyallup School District 
students selected last fall is up from 46 
winners in 2007. 

“This is something we can all be proud of 
for our students, our district, and our com-
munity,” Denman said.

Photos and names of this year’s Elizabeth 
Wesley winners are on the school district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
At the top of the Home page, point to 
Our District and click Diversity Affairs. 
Under the list of news stories, click the 
headline, “District recognizes 70 Eliza-
beth Wesley Award winners.”

Elementary Honors 
Concert is May 18
The annual Elementary Honors Concert, 
featuring 300-plus band, orchestra, and 
choral students from throughout the 
district, will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, 
May 18 at Rogers High School.

Directors for this year’s program are 
Todd Giltner and Kristy Preheim (or-
chestra), Andy Burch and Robert Rink 
(band), and Jeanne Bottoms and Donna 
Knudson (choir).

Rogers High School is located at 12801 
86th Ave. E. on South Hill in Puyallup.

2009-10 district 
calendar dates set
The following dates have been estab-
lished for the 2009-10 school year:

First day of school: Wednesday,
September 2 (before Labor Day)
Thanksgiving break: November 26-27
Winter break: December 21 through 
January 1
Spring break: March 29 through 
April 2
Last day of school (tentative): June 16

Students, parents, and community mem-
bers are invited to Karshner Museum 
Family Days in April, May, and June.

Family Days are opportunities for 
participants to learn more about the 
museum while enjoying arts and crafts, 
artifact hunts, and special events that 
relate to a specifi c theme.

Karshner Museum 
sets family days

The next Family Day on Saturday, 
April 11 focuses on ecology and will be 
hosted by the Offi ce of Indian Educa-
tion. The date for this Family Day was 
originally April 4, but because of spring 
break it was moved to the following 
week.

Sunrise Elementary will host the May 2 
Family Day about geology, and Stewart 
Elementary will prepare presentations 
and activities about ornithology on 
June 6.

Family Days are held between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. at the Karshner Museum, 
309 Fourth St. N.E. in Puyallup.

Cost is $3 per person, $10 per family, 
or free for those with annual mem-
berships to Friends of the Museum. 
Memberships cost $15 per person or 
$25 per family, and forms are available 
at the museum.

For more information, contact Beth 
Bestrom, museum curator, at (253) 
841-8748.

Karshner Museum Logo
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Addison Scott, a fi fth grader at Brouillet Elementary,  adds salt to water 
and records how much is needed to make an egg fl oat. Photographs 
of other students sharing their school science projects are on the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the top of the Home 
page under District Headlines, click More District News and scroll to 
the article on Science Explorations 2009.

Science Explorations 2009 is April 16-19

Mall display honors student achievement

March 10 special 
election results
To view results of the March 10 special 
election, visit the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page under What’s New, click “March 
10 Election Results.”



Edgerton Elementary students (from left) Camden Binkiewicz, Ariana 
Coffi n, Zachary Nguyen, and Alexis Johnson work on a classroom 
lesson. Minimizing impacts to class size is a goal of the draft 2009-10 
budget that will be reviewed at community meetings next month.

“Every year he’s getting better not just at 
the guitar, but singing as well. During his 
fi rst performance in fourth grade, he just 
wowed us over.”

His father, who has played guitar for 25 
years, said he was impressed with how 
much his son has progressed in such a 
short time.

“He works very hard at it,” Christopher 
said. “There are people with natural gifts 
and those who work hard to reach a cer-
tain level. I think he’s a bit of both. It’s a 
little bit of gift and a lot of hard work.”

stadium one at a time, each playing a 
specifi c piece of music.

All 10 bands will then form on the fi eld 
and play three songs together: “The 
Star-Spangled Banner,” “Marches of the 
Armed Forces,” and “Louie, Louie.”

“This is a chance for students to hear 
each other play and then join together 
for several pieces,” Fox said. “That’s 
an incredible experience to play with 
hundreds of other students.”

Banners will 
be hung on 
the railings 
in front of 
the bleach-
ers, and 
placards 
with school 
names will 
be visible for 
community 
members 
who want to 
sit in a spe-
cifi c school 
section.

“We have 
created this for the students to have an 
outlet to march and to give the com-
munity a chance to see the students 
perform and hear some great music,” 
Burch said. “It’s going to be fun.”

continued from page 1

The community is invited to review and 
comment on the school district’s draft 
2009-10 spending plan, which refl ects the 
reduction of staff positions, the elimina-
tion and/or modifi cation of some exist-
ing programs, the reallocation of staff 
resources, and support service reductions 
to achieve a balanced budget.

Deputy Superintendent Debra Aungst 
will present the district’s draft budget and 
invite feedback at four community meet-
ings. Any changes to the schedule below 
will be posted on the school district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

• April 13, 10 a.m. to noon; Education 
Service Center, 302 Second St. S.E.

• April 15, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Pope 
Elementary, 15102 122nd Ave. E.

• April 20, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Ferrucci 
Junior High, 3213 Wildwood Park 
Drive

• April 23, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Woodland 
Elementary, 7707 112th St. E.

Comments made during the meetings 
will be considered as Superintendent 
Tony Apostle prepares his recommended 
budget. Apostle is expected to present his 
recommended budget to the school board 
and public by early June.

By then, Aungst said, the state Legisla-
ture should have ended its session, and 
the district will have a more fi rm idea of 
how much state revenue it will receive 
next year.

Increased state expenses coupled with 
decreased revenue have created a grim 
budget outlook for all of Washington’s 
school districts, which rely heavily on 
state funding. Nearly three-quarters of the 
Puyallup School District budget is funded 
by the state.

“We’re not alone,” Aungst said. “All 
school districts are struggling. Luckily 
we have a solid history of sound fi nancial 

management.”

The state’s projected defi cit for the 2009-
2011 biennium climbed last month to 
more than $8.3 billion, and the number 
could continue to grow given the unstable 
state and national economic climate.

These fi nancial woes, coupled with an 
anticipated enrollment decline of 150 
students next year, equates to a projected 
$10 to $15 million shortfall in the Puyal-
lup School District.

The district has known for months of the 
state’s worsening revenue forecast and 
began early studying its options to reduce 
spending. 

In November, for example, Aungst formed 
study groups comprised of staff members 
from several departments to review pro-
grams and services and develop potential 
cost-saving strategies.

“We are working really hard to protect 
our core instructional programs,” Aungst 

said. “The areas we 
are examining fi rst in-
clude support services 
such as custodial and 
maintenance, adminis-
tration, transportation, 
library services, and 
teacher training. We 
are working on these 
areas to minimize 
potential impacts to 
class size.”

With the magnitude of the shortfall, she 
said, “reductions will be felt in virtually 
every area of the district.” 

“We are planning for the worst and hoping 
for the best,” Aungst said. “We have to 
be prepared if we are going to be good 
stewards of the public resources.”

At the same time that educators are 
wrestling with how to balance the 2009-

10 budget, reductions are already under 
way to maintain a balanced budget this 
school year. As the state revenue stream 
has been declining, less money than 

with staging that event. Additionally, as 
employees leave their jobs, some posi-
tions are not being fi lled. 

Apostle assures that the school district 
will weather the fi nancial storm. 

“We will continue to make dedicated, 
incremental forward progress in our 
student achievement efforts,” he said. “We 
are going to focus our collective energy 
on putting aside any and all barriers 
and do whatever it takes to maintain the 
high-quality performing arts programs, 
our strong academic reputation, and our 
highly popular co-curricular programs in 
this school district that are the envy of 
many districts in the state of Washington.”

The fi rst public hearing on the recom-
mended budget is scheduled for June 8. A 
second public hearing and fi nal adoption 
is scheduled for August 10.

expected is being given this year to 
agencies, including K-12 schools.

Cost-saving measures implemented 
in recent months include controls on 
discretionary, non-essential in-state and 
out-of-state travel; major equipment and 
supply purchases; a reduction of paper 
consumption to save on print costs; and 
the elimination of the annual spring job 
recruitment fair and the costs associated 

“Every time I play, every time 
I have a guitar in my hands, 
I just think, ‘Wow, this is so 
awesome.’”

Jason Kertson

A passion for music seems to run in the 
family. Jason recently learned that his 
grandfather was a member of The Sonics, 
a 1960s rock band often cited as a pioneer 
in punk rock music. When the band re-
united for a show in Seattle last fall, Jason 
was in the audience watching.

While he occasionally plays the drums, 
Jason said he is focused on honing his 
guitar skills. He practices an hour a day 
during the week and two hours a day on 
the weekends. 

Each year on Take Your Child to Work 

Day, Jason brings his guitar into a 
Ridgecrest Elementary classroom where 
his mother, Erika, works as a paraeduca-
tor in the special education program. He 
lets the students hold and strum his guitar 
while he fi ngers the chords.

“Our students just light up and love play-
ing,” she said.

In addition to music, Kertson enjoys 

sports such as snow-
boarding, wakeboarding, 
and baseball. He also 
likes to go backpacking, 
an activity he picked up 
from his mother.

“He’s a good hiker. He 
loves the outdoors,” she 
said.

While he’s still a few 
months away from 
entering seventh grade 
at Glacier View Junior 
High, Jason said he is 
already interested in a ca-
reer in music, perhaps as 
a performer. His mother 
said he looks to his guitar 
idols, such as Bucking-
ham, who have enjoyed 
a long career performing 
music around the world.

In the meantime, Jason 
and his father are look-
ing to perform at more 
local open microphone 
nights. Although they 
haven’t scheduled spe-
cifi c shows yet, they are 
working on opportuni-

ties, such as creating a CD, to showcase 
Jason’s abilities.

Both Erika and Christopher said they are 
happy their son has found a passion and 
stuck with it. Jason agreed, saying he feels 
thankful that he discovered the guitar.

“Every time I play, every time I have a 
guitar in my hands, I just think ‘Wow, this 
is so awesome.’”

Jason Kertson, a sixth grader at Pope Elementary 
School, performs songs on his acoustic guitar, 
as well as an electric model, during an open 
microphone night last month at a coffee house 
in Parkland.

Debra Aungst

Edgemont Junior 
High students 
practice for 
the April 11 
performance.
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Community meetings to address 2009-10 district budget

Pope student 
entertains crowds
continued from page 1

Bands to perform 
April 11 at Sparks

“We will continue to make 
dedicated, incremental forward 
progress in our student 
achievement efforts.”

Superintendent Tony Apostle



Ballou Junior High School ninth grader Kyle Barrington-Grant leads 
a small-group study session as part of the school’s Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) program. The class’s weekly schedule 
includes student-led sessions with tutors.

They enter, for the most part, as strangers. 
At the end of the day, junior high and high 
school students across the district discover 
more than they imagined about their class-
mates and themselves.

Through a program called Challenge Day, 
which debuted last year at the high school 
level and is expanding this year to the 
junior high schools, students improve their 
relationships with each other. In the pro-
cess, they learn more about themselves.

In October, national Challenge Day 
presenters Pam Dunn and Jake Cahill led 
the program at Rogers High School and 
launched Challenge Day at Aylen and 
Stahl junior high schools. Ferrucci Junior 
High hosted Challenge Day in January, 
while Puyallup and Walker high schools 
conducted their own events in February. 
Kalles Junior High presented the program 
earlier this month.

Together with a pair of facilitators and 
more than a dozen adult volunteers, teen-
agers participate in games, discussions, 
and activities.

The daylong event, funded by the Offi ce of 
Diversity Affairs, brings together students 
from several grade levels. The program is 
designed to be both fun and serious, allow-
ing students to become more comfortable 
with each other as the day progresses.

This year’s debut at the junior high level 
has proven to be a success, educators say.

Aylen Junior High

“Do you realize you can have the school 
of your dreams?” Dunn asked. “The truth 
is, the people in this room have the power 
to change your school.”

Dunn and Cahill shared their own experi-

ences in school, including times when 
they were teased or had periods of low 
self-esteem. Over the course of the day 
students played games, met in small 
groups, shared personal experiences with 
each other, and uncovered commonalities 
they didn’t know existed.

“The goal is for you to connect person-
to-person, rather than judgment-to-judg-
ment,” Dunn said.

At the end of the day, Challenge Day 
presenters gathered the students and adults 
together in a large circle. They took an in-
formal poll, asking students to raise their 
hands if they ended the day feeling better 
than when they started. Every student’s 
hand went up.

Eighth grader Miranda Farlow said she 
felt awkward in the morning because she 

didn’t know what to expect from Chal-
lenge Day, and she was unfamiliar with 
many of the other students.

“At the end, it’s totally different,” she 
said. “I’m a lot closer to everyone and I 
know them a lot better.”

Brianna Pedicone, also an eighth grader, 
said she thought many students wouldn’t 
be willing to open up and share their 
personal thoughts. As they spent time 
together, however, she said students began 
to understand more about each other.

“Now I know there are a lot of people 
that have gone through the same things I 
have,” she said.

Several other students also said their 
opinions of the program and of each other 
changed during Challenge Day.

“At fi rst I felt really nervous and in my 
own personal space,” Lucas Uphaus said. 
“When we left, I felt I could open up 
more.”

Both Dunn and Cahill urged students to 
take their newfound respect for each other 
and carry it with them during their daily 
lives.

“For me, Challenge Day doesn’t even 
start until you get out of the door,” Cahill 
said at the end of the program. “Take it to 
your families. Take it to the rest of your 
school.”

Stahl Junior High

Challenge Day kicked off at Stahl Junior 
High with 25 adults and 90 students 

continued on page 10

Photos from left: Stahl Junior High student Rosa Zaldivar (right) links arms with Stephanie Schuur 
during a team-building exercise on Challenge Day. Aylen Junior High students Dartaniun Cox (left) and 
Kaela Ingram share a laugh during the daylong event, which expanded to the junior high school level 
this year. 
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Junior high schools fi nd fi rst-year success with AVID program
For students enrolled in the Advancement 
Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
program, something as basic as taking 
notes during class can mean the differ-
ence between a “C” and an “A” grade on 
assignments and tests.

This year, the nationwide program marks 
its third year in the district with an expan-
sion to Ballou, Glacier View, and Kalles 
junior high schools. The schools join 
Aylen, Ferrucci, and Stahl junior high 
schools, as well as Emerald Ridge High 
School.

Students and staff members in the three 
newly added programs said they’ve al-
ready noticed an improvement in partici-
pants’ grades and their outlooks on the 
future.

“I didn’t really know what to think of the 
program at fi rst,” said Madison Meeker, 
an eighth grader at Kalles Junior High. 
“Now I think it’s really helpful. It’s really 
preparing us for the future.”

Kim Bombardier, an AVID instructor at 
Kalles Junior High, said she became a 
believer in the program after seeing the 
gains students made.

“It’s phenomenal how our students are 
already seeing success,” she said, add-
ing several students have seen a dramatic 
improvement in earning consistently high 
grades in their classes.

Students who would normally get a “B” 
or a “C” on a test are now getting “A’s,” 
Bombardier said.

“Kids love being in the program,” she 
said.

Part of the program’s success is its 

emphasis on improving organization and 
time management. Brian Curtis, assistant 
principal at Glacier View Junior High, 
said implementing the AVID program at 
the eighth-grade level is a good place for 
students to start sharpening these skills.

“I think, developmentally, it’s the time 
when students need the most organiza-
tional help,” he said.

Lisa Ferguson, who teaches the AVID pro-
gram at Ballou Junior High, said the use 
of a system called Cornell Notetaking has 
signifi cantly improved students’ organiza-
tional skills.

The system calls for students to create 

notes focused on the main points of what-
ever lessons they are learning, whether it’s 
a lecture, a reading assignment, or some 
other method. Then, students create ques-
tions related to those main points.

“It’s like a mini-quiz, and the students 
then summarize what they’ve learned,” 
Ferguson said. “It goes through the whole 
process of synthesizing that information.”

Meeker said learning the Cornell Notetak-
ing system has helped her in her other 
classes.

“When I have to study for tests, it’s a lot 
easier because I have my notes,” she said.
During a typical week, AVID students 

spend some days working on writing as-
signments and improving notation skills. 
Other days are dedicated to working with 
tutors for assignments in other classes.

Madison McCloskey, a fellow eighth 
grader at Kalles Junior High, said working 
in small groups of fi ve or six students with 
paid tutors has helped her complete her 
work. The tutor groups are formed based 
on particular subjects and areas of need. 
Students work within the group solving 
problems and helping each other. Two 
days each week are dedicated to working 
with the tutors, who are trained through 
the AVID program. 

“The tutors won’t just give you the 
answers,” she said, adding they instead 
ask the students questions and help guide 
them to the answers on their own.

Curtis said the AVID program also helps 
students start thinking ahead to high 
school, college, and beyond. The skills 
they pick up in the class, he said, can help 
them as they plot long-term goals for a 
university or a career. 

In addition to in-class tutoring and activi-
ties, AVID students also take fi eld trips to 
learn about post-high school opportuni-
ties. Last September, students from all 
seven AVID program schools attended 
the National College Fair at the Seattle 
Convention Center. They also toured the 
University of Washington campus.

“It’s an awareness thing, knowing what’s 
out there, what’s available, and how we 
can help,” Curtis said.

Ferguson added many students in the pro-
gram would be among the fi rst in their 

continued on page 8

Students go from classmates to friends during Challenge Day



School psychologist Rusty Lewis works on a written exercise with 
Ridgecrest Elementary kindergartner Jondaniel Cvetich.
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Specialists use wide range of skills to support students

continued on page 8

All across the district, teams of special-
ists make education more accessible to 
students with a wide variety of individual 
needs.

From helping to correct speech errors to 
empowering students with vision impair-
ments, the specialists form a network of 
support for teachers and parents.

Puyallup Special Services includes more 
than 100 full- and part-time Education 
Support Associates, each often serving 
several schools. While the specialists 
bring different skill sets to the district, 
they share a common goal of helping 
students explore their full potential.

Psychologists

When a student has been referred for spe-
cial education services, school psycholo-
gists like Rusty Lewis are called upon.

A psychologist administers tests and uses 
other tools, such as parent and teacher 
input, to determine if a student qualifi es 
based on state and federal special educa-
tion requirements. In some cases, alterna-
tives such as enrollment in a learning as-
sistance program may be more benefi cial.

“In determining eligibility for special 
education, we have to prove that students, 
parents, and educators have tried just 
about everything else,” Lewis said.

The process includes assessment, gather-
ing input, observation, and meetings with 
parents, teachers, and other school staff 
members.

Since a wide variety of factors can affect 
student learning, psychologists use varied 
testing methods, depending on the student. 
There are different evaluations for non-

verbal students and those with autism, for 
example. Children with auditory issues 
or problems with motor skills require 
specifi c tests as well.

“We realize that there are a lot of different 
ways of looking at issues regarding the 
mind,” Lewis said. 

A master’s degree is a must-have for a 
school psychologist, Lewis said. Even 
with years of education, however, she said 
the fi eld is constantly changing as research 
sheds new light on the human mind.

The district’s 22 full- and part-time 
psychologists often attend workshops and 
conferences to stay abreast of the latest 
fi ndings. Keeping up-to-date is especially 
important for disorders like autism, where 
new discoveries are frequently being 
made, Lewis said.

“Knowledge about autism has been evolv-
ing over time,” she said. “Twenty years 
ago, we didn’t know some of the things 
we know today.”

Overall, Lewis said being a school 
psychologist allows her to help students 
identify and address individual issues 
that may interfere with their learning. “I 
like working with students one-on-one,” 
she said. “I think I’m helping them to get 
some appropriate support.”

Vision team

The district’s vision team specializes in 
helping students with skills that range 
from reading a book to navigating a 
school campus.

The team includes Dave Hilton, teacher 
for the visually impaired; Sharon Cor-
dova, orientation and mobility specialist; 

and Debbie Christensen, 
who transcribes learning 
materials into Braille. 

Nancy Arnold, director of 
special programs, serves 
as the group’s coordinator. 
She said the vision team 
works with a variety of 
students, from those who 
cannot see to those who 
have diffi culty process-
ing visual information as 
they move around their 
environment.

Hilton often makes the 
initial visit with a stu-
dent and helps determine 
whether a teacher needs 
occasional advice or more 
direct support for that 
child.

The team also creates 
learning materials for 
students. Christensen, for 
example, affi xes sandpa-
per to books to help train 

students to understand Braille type. The 
roughness of the paper increases sensitiv-
ity in the fi ngertips and allows students to 
detect the subtle bumps used in Braille.

Cordova said her work is not about 
doing things for students. Instead, it’s 
about showing them how to do things for 
themselves. This includes everything from 
showing students how to protect them-
selves, to using hearing to help navigate 
their surroundings.

In a given day, Cordova said she can work 
with students at four or fi ve different 
schools. Part of her work includes helping 
students with orientation issues. That can 
include teaching preschoolers how to use 
a cane to detect obstacles, or helping a 
student with night blindness travel safely 
down a sidewalk.

“There are a lot of things you have to 
think about,” she said. “It’s helping them 
be all that they can be.”

Occupational and physical
therapists

The district’s occupational and physical 
therapists work with students with special 
needs whose disabilities impact their 
learning or their ability to physically ac-
cess an educational program.

Group coordinator Sheri Martin said 
physical therapists typically work with 
students who have issues with gross motor 
skills affecting large muscle groups — or 
sometimes the entire body. Occupational 
therapists often address fi ne motor skills 
that involve smaller muscle groups, such 
as those that control how to use fi ngers. 
Occupational therapists also address 
visual-motor or sensory issues that impact 
students in their educational performance.

“Probably a major portion of their time is 
spent one-on-one with students,” Martin 
said, teaching students skills to overcome 

or adapt to disabilities.

Occupational and physical therapists also 
work with teachers, providing support and 
advice on how curriculum or the class-
room environment can be adapted for a 
particular student’s needs. For example, 
a therapist can consult with a physical 
education teacher on activities that allow 
students with gross or fi ne motor skill is-
sues to participate.

Districtwide, 15 occupational therapists, 
four physical therapists, and two certifi ed 
occupational therapy assistants provide 
support to all 33 schools. Typically, Mar-
tin said, each therapist is responsible for 
one to 10 schools, depending on student 
needs.

Each therapist and assistant, she added, 
demonstrates a dedication to creating 
strategies so that students function to 
the best of their abilities. “They’re very 
nurturing,” Martin said. “They take a 
personal interest in helping students and 
making sure they’re successful.”

Speech-language pathologists

The district’s 28 speech-language patholo-
gists (SLPs) evaluate and treat students 
for speech and language disorders that 
adversely impact their educational per-
formance. These students need specially 
designed interventions, and specialists 
work with teachers to help students com-
municate effectively.

Speech and language impairments vary 
from stuttering and mispronunciations, 
to more severe conditions like expressive 
and receptive language defi cits.

“Ultimately, our goal is functional com-
munication,” said Lisa Johnston, speech-
language pathologist and the group’s 
coordinator.

Drama students take to 
the stage this spring
Junior high and high school school drama 
students present a variety of productions 
this spring. The dates and times for the re-
maining plays are included on the school 
district Events calendar on the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Photos from left: Emerald Ridge 
High School drama students  
r e h e a r s e  f o r  “ G o d s p e l l , ” 
performed earlier this month.  
Student Matt Showacy, with cast 
member TJ Cope, checks out his 
refl ection, while Natalie Awai and 
Alex Ollivant act out their scene. 

Orientation Mobility Specialist Sharon Cordova 
helps Wildwood Elementary preschooler Miles 
Omri navigate the school’s hallways using an 
adaptive cane.



Stasi Friend may only be 10 years old, but 
she has already traveled the world.

The fourth grader has learned how to write 
Chinese characters, make German pret-
zels, dance the hula, play an African drum, 
string shells from Israel into a bracelet, 
fold Japanese origami, and participate in 
a Native American friendship dance — all 
without ever stepping onto an airplane.

Friend and her 9-year-old brother, Jeremy, 
are among a group of 50 students who 
regularly attend an after-school Culture 
Club at Firgrove Elementary School. 

Across town at Sunrise Elementary, 
another 30 students from eight elementary 
schools gather in the gym after school ev-
ery Monday eager to dance, make crafts, 
prepare food, hear stories, and listen to 
guest speakers — all in celebration of the 
Hispanic culture.

Like the Culture Club, the Ballet Folk-
lorico Dance Team promotes a cultural 
understanding far beyond what a student 
can typically get in a classroom alone, 
said Renee Carr, a paraeducator at Edg-
erton Elementary. 
Carr assists with 
dance practices and 
cultural activities 
and is responsible for 
registration, order-
ing costumes, and 
answering questions. 

Both clubs are 
funded through the 
school district’s Of-
fi ce of Diversity Af-
fairs and offered at 
no cost to students, 
thereby encouraging 
widespread partici-
pation and exposure 
to different cultures.

Culture Club

Enrollment continues 
to skyrocket this year 
in the fourth con-
secutive year of the 
club, said organizer 
and Puyallup Family Co-op Teacher Terry 
Addison. Paraeducator Joy Odem assists 
with the program, offered about eight 
times throughout the school year.

“The students totally enjoy it, which 
shows in how they are engaged in the cul-
ture club activities,” Addison said. “The 
students leave with a new understanding 
of a variety of cultures.”

Last month, students gathered in a circle 
on the gym fl oor to listen to Christine 
Bloomfi eld (Paiute/Coast Salish Tribe), 
coordinator of the school district’s Indian 
Education program. Bloomfi eld shared 
about the Native American culture.

Dressed in a women’s traditional dance 
style dress, she explained how her skirt 
was made from deer hide. The colorful 
beads on the bodice, she said, were hand-
crafted from glass.

Joining her for the Native American 
theme day were Amy Eveskcige (Puyallup 
Tribe), chief academic offi cer for Region-
al Learning Community #2, Linda Weeks 
(Choctaw Tribe), a paraeducator at Stahl 
Junior High, and Bloomfi eld’s daughter, 
Chelsea (Paiute/Coast Salish Tribe), and 
guide dog, Sable.

“I want you all to be comfortable and 
curious and ask questions about Native 
people,” Bloomfi eld told the students.

Bloomfi eld recounted Native American 
stories about the Puyallup Valley, includ-
ing a tale of how the Puyallup River was 

formed. She also shared about Native 
American’s respect for elders, such as 
parents, grandparents, and teachers, and 
encouraged students to “always remember 
to be generous, kind, and industrious.”

Weeks joined Bloomfi eld in sharing 
about the “Atoka” drum, made out of 
buffalo hide and red cedar wood, which 
they wheeled on a base to the front of the 
school gym.

The large powwow drum is named, like a 
personal name, Atoka. This is a Choctaw 
name which means “level playing fi eld,” 
in which everyone has a fair chance, 
Bloomfi eld said. “We want our Native 
American kids to have an even playing 
fi eld,” she said. This information tied to 
Firgrove’s character trait of the month 
— fairness.

When it came time to drum, nearly every 
hand in the room shot into the air hoping 
for a chance to participate. As Weeks sang 
a Lakota song, students Makayla Carter 
and Kyle Sunich joined the circle of adults 
and helped beat the rhythm.

The entire club then 
joined for a “Round 
Dance.” Students 
and educators did a 
side-step move in 
beat with the drum, 
then formed an inner 
circle moving the op-
posite direction. As 
participants passed 
by one another, they 
shook hands. 

“I liked going around 
the circle and shak-
ing people’s hands,” 
said fourth grader 
Michael Davidson. 
“That way we got to 
know each other and 
have fun.”

To conclude the 
meeting, students 
ate Indian fl at bread 
topped with a salmon 
spread and took 

home paper drawings of items with Native 
American cultural signifi cance, including 
a bear and a salmon.

Other cultures celebrated at club meetings 
have included Germany, Japan, Israel, 
Korea, Peru, Hawaii, Africa, Philippines, 
and earlier this school year, China.

During the session on China, students 
split into three groups and rotated among 
different activity stations. One group 
watched a movie showing what life is like 
for a typical family living in China, an-
other learned how to use chopsticks, and 

another dipped paint brushes in black ink 
and wrote good luck messages in Chinese.

All of the club members gathered to hear 
a presentation by Emerald Ridge High 
foreign exchange student Xingyu Zheng 
share about her homeland, including the 
signifi cance and customs of the Chinese 
New Year.

For the second consecutive year, the 
Panda Express restaurant near the school 
provided snacks by serving orange 
chicken, rice, and chow mein. Several 
managers from other Puget Sound Panda 
Express restaurants came to Puyallup to 
help teach students how to use chopsticks 
and write Chinese characters. South Hill 
restaurant manager Jack Weng has two 
sons who attend Firgrove Elementary 
and said he appreciates the opportunity to 
share the culture with students.

As students left the club meeting, they re-
ceived an activity sheet of word searches 
and tangram puzzles to complete, as well 
as some chocolate 50-cent coins com-
monly given out during the Chinese New 
Year as good luck pieces.

“I think the club is great,” said Michael 
Frank as he waited for his son, Christo-
pher, to fi nish the meeting. “It really gives 
kids exposure to things they would never 
see otherwise.”

Principal Char Krause added, “By bring-
ing in real people and providing activities 
and food, it helps them understand the 
beauty of culture and that it’s right here in 
our own backyard.”

Ballet Folklorico Dance Team

Within moments after the fi nal school bell 

rang, students streamed through the doors 
of the Sunrise Elementary gym, dropped 
their backpacks on the stage steps, and 
moved to the center fl oor to dance.

Some of the more curious ventured to the 
back of the gym to see what craft or activ-
ity they would be doing this week. Today, 
they would hear a story and learn to make 
tortillas.

Now in its second year, the Ballet Folk-
lorico Dance Team is growing in numbers. 
The program moved to Sunrise Elemen-
tary this year from Firgrove Elementary, 
where it began with nearly two dozen 
students in February 2008.

The 30 students enrolled this year come 
from eight different elementary schools 
and one junior high. The dance team is 
open to students throughout the district.

In addition to performing at school as-
semblies, the dance team has made some 
community connections. Students dressed 
in colorful outfi ts native to the regions 
they have studied in the after-school 
program danced their way down Meridian 
Street during the Santa Parade in Decem-
ber. They also were invited to perform 
earlier this month at Edgerton Elementary 
School’s Family Fun Day and Cultural 
Extravaganza.

“We have had such a positive response,” 
said Celestina Gonzalez, a parent volun-
teer and former teacher who helps present 
the weekly culture lessons. “The kids 
really want to be here.” 

Ballet folklorico is the folk music and 
dance of the people of Mexico. Its infl u-
ences are not only from Mexico, but also 
from Spain, Africa, and other parts of 
Latin America and Europe. 

Although there are many differences 
between dances, traditional folklorico 
dances are characterized by a basic set 
of steps called zapateado, which involve 
percussive heel stomping.

Carson Elementary School Principal 
Arturo Gonzalez, who has a background 
in bilingual education, helps oversee the 
program. Erlinda Suarez, a fourth-grade 
teacher at Carson, teaches dance with 
parent volunteers Jose Marin and Diana 
Scott. Janet Tran, a fi rst-grade teacher at 
Carson, presents lessons about the His-
panic culture. 

The dance team has received overwhelm-
ing support from parents of children en-
rolled in the group, as well as from others 
who simply want to support the program. 
Carson Elementary parent Brandy Tucker, 
for example, has two boys at the school,   

continued on page 8
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Jack Weng, manager of Panda Express on South Hill, teaches students 
in Culture Club to write Chinese characters.

Students celebrate cultures during after-school clubs

Students Kyle Sunich and Makayla Carter learn to drum during a Native 
American presentation at last month’s Culture Club meeting.

Meeker Elementary student 
Jessica Oyama learns traditional 
dances in Ballet Folklorico. 



Briefs

but neither are in the dance group. Yet, 
she spent “endless hours” sewing ribbon 
on the bottom of the girls’ practice skirts, 
Carr said.

“She really just did it out of the goodness 
of her heart,” Carr said.

The JCPenney store also discounted the 
boys’ costumes, Carr said.

Other parents, like Alicia Bruno, sit each 
week at a table on the far side of the gym. 
With needle and thread in hand, they 
make hairpieces or mend costumes while 
they visit with one another and watch their 
children twirl on the dance fl oor.

“From the moment my kids heard about it, 
they wanted to get involved,” said Bruno, 
whose two children attend Karshner El-
ementary. “They love learning about their 
roots.”

Jose Marin, whose daughter is in the 
group, handcrafted blunt-edge aluminum 
swords designed to be safe for children 
to hold as they dance. The boys hold the 
swords as a symbol of the real ones used 
in traditional Mexican dances and to 
harvest crops.

During a recent session, a group of 
students worked on their dance routine 
in the center of the gym while others 
listened to Tran read a story or learned 
to make tortillas using corn masa 
(fl our) mixed with water and fl attened 
in a tortilla press. Students begin their 
meetings with warm-up exercises and 

team-building activities.

“Being a part of this dance group has been 
a wonderful experience,” Carr said. “It is 
not only a way to honor my culture, but to 
honor the culture of sometimes our most 
struggling students and to see the different 
ethnicities coming together to celebrate 
the beauty of the art.”

The purpose of the dance team is twofold. 
First, it is an opportunity for students 
whose culture is represented through 
the language, music, and dance of ballet 
folklorico to showcase and take pride in 
their heritage. About half of the students 
enrolled are of Latino background, Carr 
said.

Second, she said it is an enrichment ex-
perience for all students from all back-
grounds to come together in appreciation 
of culture expressed through the arts. 

Students learn traditional ballet folklorico 
dance techniques, study the basic regions 
of Mexico and related Spanish vocabulary, 
perform at Puyallup school assemblies, 
and participate in cultural activities and 
crafts. At one meeting this year, students 
learned about Diego Rivera, a world-fa-
mous Mexican painter in the 20th century.

“It’s fun to learn about the culture and 
perform for the community,” said Meeker 
Elementary fourth grader Jessica Oyama.

Sunrise Elementary fi fth grader Zaid 
Velasco fl ashed a big smile and added, “I 
like it all. It’s fun to learn new things, and 
we get good exercise.”

If interested in learning more about Cul-
ture Club, contact the Firgrove Elemen-
tary School offi ce at (253) 841-8733. If in-
terested in Ballet Folklorico, contact Carr 
at Edgerton Elementary, (253) 840-8809.

Rogers High band 
wins $5,000 in contest

Specialists
continued from page 6

The Rogers High School band program 
has won second place and $5,000 in this 
year’s “School of The Rock - Battle of 
the Bands” radio station contest.

This is the second year that Rogers 
High entered the contest, sponsored 
by KZOK 102.5 FM radio station in 
partnership with The Rock Wood Fired 
Pizza restaurants. Last year the school 
placed fourth.

Puyallup High School’s band program 
also entered this year and fi nished 
among the top 10 fi nalists.

The 70 Rogers High students who 
participated in this year’s recording 
took second place for their performance 
of “Crazy Train,” originally recorded in 
1970 by English singer-songwriter John 
“Ozzy” Osbourne.

Rogers High senior Trais McAllister re-
arranged the published version to a key 
that complemented the school’s guitar 
soloist, senior James Johnson. The solo 
section was also extended to be more 
authentic to the original version, said 
band director Bruce Leonardy.

In addition to praising the band stu-
dents for their performance, Leonardy 
credited the work of fi ve seniors in De-
wayne Crust’s video productions class 
for helping with the audio recording 
and creating a video to accompany the 
band’s 2 ½-minute music submission.

To hear the Rogers High School perfor-
mance, as well as the other 45 original 
entries, visit the KZOK Web site at 
www.schooloftherockcontest.com. 
Scroll down the list of schools and click 
Rogers High School. 
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Culture clubs

For example, an SLP can work with 
teachers to provide communications 
systems that allow students with speech 
and language impairments to participate 
in classroom, community, and vocational 
activities. Students may be taught, for 
example, to use picture symbols or other 
forms of communication to learn and 
express themselves.

Because speech and language issues 
cover a wide spectrum, Johnston said 
SLPs often support each other in their 
areas of expertise. “Language encom-
passes so many different areas,” she said. 
“We really try to support and lean on one 
another.”

For an SLP, even small successes can 
be hugely rewarding, Johnston said. 
Watching a student ask for help when 
they previously couldn’t, or hearing 
someone with prior speech diffi culties 
speak clearly during a presentation, are 
gratifying experiences, she added.

“Communication is a vitally important 
skill to be able to interact with others, 
to work, and to express your needs and 
ideas,” Johnston said. 

Nurses and health services

The role of a school nurse extends far 
beyond treating occasional bumps and 
bruises. As licensed medical profession-
als, nurses support teachers and other 
staff members who work with students 
with medical conditions. They provide 
direct care for students with illnesses or 
injuries. Nurses also plan for students 
with chronic and complicated medical 
care needs. These responsibilities require 
nurses to often act as a liaison between 

school, home, and medical providers.

School nurses are responsible for keeping 
lists of student health concerns and emer-
gency action plans for those with life-threat-
ening conditions, as well as for providing 
emergency training for school staff.

Despite multiple roles, they’re still avail-
able for the occasional incident. “You 
never know who’s going to walk through 
the door,” said Charlene Fitzgerald, a 
registered nurse at Hunt and Ridgecrest 
elementary schools. “It’s anything from 
helping a student with muddy pants to a 
life-threatening emergency.”

In fact, Fitzgerald said having medically 
trained staff on site can have dramatic 
benefi ts. “Several nurses in the district 
have saved students’ lives,” she said.

Nurses are trained, for example, to recog-
nize and help a student experiencing an 
allergic reaction. While it may be visibly 

apparent to anyone that a reaction has 
taken place, a nurse’s experience and 
familiarity with students can result in 
quick and appropriate responses.

The district has 20 full- and part-time 
registered nurses who work throughout 
the 33 schools. Several licensed practi-
cal nurses and health room assistants 
work under the supervision of the 
registered nurses in accordance with the 
state’s nurse practice law. 

School nurses also maintain contact 
with the local health department and 
the state Department of Health for 
updates related to disease outbreaks and 
new immunization recommendations, 
Fitzgerald said.

Overall, she added, nurses and health 
assistants support student success by 
ensuring their safety and well-being. 
“Healthy students are better learners,” 
Fitzgerald said.

continued from page 7

families to attend college. By partici-
pating in the class, she said, several stu-
dents who may never have considered 
going to a university are now giving it 
serious thought. 

Students must meet certain requirements 
to enter the program. Those who would 
be the fi rst in their immediate family to 
attend a college or university or those 
whose families qualify as low-income 
would be eligible. If a student is part of 
a nationality or ethnicity that has been 
historically under-represented at four-
year colleges, they would also qualify.

The school may also consider special 
circumstances on a case-by-case basis.

McCloskey said while she hadn’t given 
it much thought before the AVID pro-
gram, she and Meeker now talk about 
high school classes and attending col-
lege. “I’m excited about college now 
that I know more about it and what to 
expect,” she said.

The AVID program, Ferguson said, 
provides many students with addi-
tional motivation that could help them 
succeed in their current classes and 
for years to come. “The program is 
for students who have the desire to do 
well, but may need an extra push or 
some extra guidance,” she said. “They 
do need to start taking control of their 
lives and start making positive choices 
that can affect their future.”

For more information on becoming a 
tutor with the AVID program, contact 
the Offi ce of Diversity Affairs at (253) 
840-8966.

AVID program
continued from page 5

School nurse Charlene Fitzgerald checks the ears of Hunt 
Elementary student Katarhina Harris.

Ballet Folklorico students Kathryn Scott (left) and Olivia Gonzalez 
learn how to make tortillas.

“It’s fun to learn about the 
culture and perform for the 
community.”
  Jessica Oyama



            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Students in grades seven, eight, and 
nine who are eligible to receive free 
or reduced-price lunches or are foster 
youth have an opportunity to receive 
a guaranteed full tuition scholarship 
to colleges, technical schools, or other 
post-high school programs in Washing-
ton state if they meet certain conditions.

The deadline to sign the pledge for the 
College Bound Scholarship is June 
30, 2009. The scholarship program is 
for students in grades seven and eight; 
however, this year only it is offered to 
ninth graders who were eighth graders 
in the 2007-08 school year.

College Bound Scholarship applica-
tions are available online at www.
hecb.wa.gov/collegebound. Students 
and their parents or other legal guard-
ians both must complete and sign the 
application. By doing so, the student 
pledges to:

• Graduate from high school with at 
least a 2.0 grade point average.

• Be a good citizen in the school and 
community and not commit a felony.

• Apply for fi nancial aid by 
submitting the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid during the 
senior year of high school.

For more information about the Col-
lege Bound Scholarship, visit the Web 
site listed above or call the Higher 
Education Coordinating Board at 
1-888-535-0747.

Full tuition 
scholarships for 
eligible students

continued on page 10

Information Technology Center staff member Preston Gallwas works 
on a rack of computer equipment in the school district’s South Hill 
data center. A recent partnership between the Puyallup and Tacoma 
school districts allows the two groups to install backup computer 
equipment in each other’s data centers.
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Graduate’s photography documents military video production
When a serious injury forced him to leave 
a career in law enforcement, Jeff Gallo-
way returned to photography, a passion he 
discovered at Rogers High School.

While he is currently studying for a career 
in fi lm and television, Galloway has al-
ready put some of his skills to work.

The 1991 graduate 
recently produced a 
commemorative photo 
book documenting the 
production of a com-
mercial for a health-
care group that pro-
vides medical services 
and care to members 
of the military and 
their families.

Galloway photographed behind-the-scenes 
work as the TriWest healthcare produc-
tion crew fi lmed the commercial, which 
is scheduled to air in April in the western 
states that make up the company’s cover-
age area.

The book includes images of members of 
various branches of the military reuniting 
with loved ones, crew members fi lming 
scenes, and other production work. The 
commercial was fi lmed in San Diego at 
the Wounded Marine Careers Foundation 
Training Center, where Galloway is learn-
ing the art of fi lmmaking. 

His images showcase a range of emotions, 
such as a smiling man in uniform embrac-
ing a child. Other photos include a soldier 
carefully aiming his weapon, a director 

discussing a scene with an actor, and a 
camera man maneuvering for the right 
angle. The experience, Galloway said, 
gave him a fi rst-hand look at a profes-
sional commercial project.

Serving others

The 1991 graduate spent four years in the 
Air Force and nine years with the Pierce 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

Through the years he has earned recogni-
tion and commendations for his service. 

He received a Lifesaving Medal award 
in 2000 after discovering a 17-year-old 
driver trapped under her vehicle near the 
bottom of a deep gully. The driver had hit 
some ice and gone off the road down an 
embankment on a dark, below-freezing 
winter night. Galloway was on his way 
home when he saw skid marks. He spot-
ted a woman 30 feet down the gully and 
slid down to help her.

In 2007, Galloway was injured following 
a shootout and high-speed chase. After 
undergoing surgery to replace his hip and 

his vertebra in the neck, he retired from 
the department.

“Law enforcement was my lifelong goal 
and with the injuries I sustained, I was 
forced to look at other career options,” 
Galloway said.

That’s when he contacted the Wounded 
Marine Careers Foundation, a group 
based in San Diego that teaches wounded 
veterans media production skills. “Know-
ing that I have enjoyed photography since 
high school, a friend told me about the 
program,” he said.

Learning the art of movie making

While he did not serve in the Marine 
Corps, Galloway approached the founda-
tion and found it was open to helping all 
branches of the military. For the past sev-
eral months, he’s spent six hours each day, 
six days a week in classes learning about 
the movie-making industry.

“I am learning how to fi lm and edit feature 
fi lms along with photography and cin-
ematography. We are also learning about 
lighting, sound, and production of fi lms,” 
he said. Cinematographers help shape the 
look and feel of motion pictures, similar to 
how photographers can manage the look 
of still images.

He’s expected to graduate in April, at 
which point Galloway will receive profes-
sional certifi cations and membership into a 
union for editors and cinematographers.

The Puyallup School District recently 
forged a partnership to help ensure vital 
information remains safe, secure, and 
available in the event of an accident or 
natural disaster. 

Large groups and organizations often 
create backup systems that can be brought 
online in the event of an emergency.

In the case of a school district, informa-
tion such as student grades and employee 
records could be compromised if a fl ood, 
earthquake, or other catastrophic event 
damaged the main computer data center.

Earlier this winter, the Puyallup and 
Tacoma school districts entered into a 
10-year agreement to install backup data 
systems in each other’s jurisdictions.

The project allows each district to con-
tinue daily functions from a remote site. 
For example, if a fi re damaged Puyallup’s 
data center, the district could continue 
to operate using the backup installed in 
Tacoma.

“It’s a win-win for both districts,” said Jay 
McSweeney, director of information tech-
nology in the Puyallup School District.

When the installation is complete, both 
groups will share the costs of maintaining 
a data connection between data centers.

“Tacoma is moving its backup data 

center site from a location in Oregon 
to the Puyallup School District’s data 
center, and we will establish a backup 
data center site in the Tacoma School 
District that we haven’t had before,” 
McSweeney said.

The backup systems are connected 
through a new high-speed data connec-
tion. Through the agreement, processes 
such as payroll, student records, and 
accounting could continue in the alternate 
location.

“We would still be able to make the 
monthly payroll, pay vendors, and pro-

Puyallup and Tacoma partner to protect data

vide student information systems support,” 
McSweeney said.

He continued, “These are basic services 
that need to stay up and running during 
a localized data center emergency, and 
this agreement provides us a means to 
do this.”

Installation of the project began earlier this 
year, and Tacoma School District’s backup 
system was recently activated.

The Puyallup School District’s backup 
system is scheduled to be installed in 
Tacoma later this year.

Rogers High graduate Jeff Galloway used photography skills he 
learned in high school to document the production of a commercial 
at the Wounded Marine Careers Foundation Training Center. Photos 
like the one above depict actors and crew members fi lming emotional 
scenes, including family reunions. 

Jeff Galloway

photo courtesy of Jeff Galloway

“These are basic services that 
need to stay up and running 
during a localized data center 
emergency.”
 Jay McSweeney



Graduate profi le
continued from page 9

dancing and cheering to the rhythm of 
“C’mon Ride the Train.” Participants, in-
cluding students, teachers, and community 
volunteers, later settled down to a day of 
excitement and self-discovery.

A combination of songs, games, and ac-
tive discussions punctuated the day, which 
culminated in individuals agreeing to “Be 
the change” they want to see in the world. 
The statement serves as the Challenge 
Day organization’s vision.

The morning session used games to set the 
stage for all participants to understand the 
purpose of the workshop. It also allowed 
them to begin to appreciate the differences 
and similarities in the room. 

The afternoon session featured a diver-
sity shuffl e and discussions. The activi-
ties challenged students to examine their 
attitude; see the power of their words, 
thoughts, and deeds; and then make the 
commitment to change. This ended with 
a fl ood of apologies and personal agree-
ments to rise above stereotyping.   

Students remarked that they felt more will-

Challenge Day
continued from page 5

ing to participate because they could identify 
with Cahill, who was close to their age. 

“When I saw the way Jake told his story 
in front of all those people, I realized that 
it was okay for me to tell mine,” said stu-
dent Aaron Floyd. “Challenge Day helps 
me to understand and think about the 
students who don’t have friends. I think 
that I need to look out for them and make 
sure that they do not get to the point of 
committing suicide.” 

Ninth grader Andrew Phommavongsay 
added, “It changed me. I talk to different 
people now. I see how others are feeling, 
and I am better at listening.”

To sustain the positive effects of Chal-
lenge Day, Stahl Junior High Diversity 
Club Coordinator Stefani Fersch, along 
with administrative interns Andrea Dailey 
and Mark Robinson, plan to work with a 
group of students from the activity to plan 
culturally responsive celebrations.

“The ripple effects of this day will no doubt 
be noticeable over time,” Dailey said. 

Schools throughout the world have hosted 
Challenge Day programs since 1987.

For more information about Challenge 
Day, visit the organization’s Web site at 
www.challengeday.org.

Aylen Junior High students 
Justace Buhl-Brennan (left) 
and Evan Keen participate in 
Challenge Day.

Puyallup High 
addition takes shape
Exterior work continues on the 
Phase One classroom addition 
project. The new building 
includes a raised section (seen 
in upper left corner of photo on 
left) that will house vehicle bays 
for the automotive technology 
class. The program’s current 
building also can be seen in 
the far left of the photo next 
to the Phase One project. A 
construction worker (right) 
adjusts a beam that will support 
an exterior awning at the site.
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High school education

Galloway’s interest in photography was 
literally love at fi rst sight.
 
“I took two years of photography at 
Rogers High and fell in love with the 
hobby as soon as I developed my own 
pictures,” he said. “Looking at the 
picture, I got the same feeling I had 
originally felt when I looked through 
the lens and tried to capture that specifi c 
moment.”
 
His fellow students took notice, voting 
Galloway the student photographer of 
the year in 1991.

In addition to photography classes, 
Galloway said he enjoyed the vocational 
options offered by the Puyallup School 
District. Classes such as basic electron-
ics, woodworking, and automotive 
technology were particular favorites, he 
added.

Galloway also attended special educa-
tion classes as a seventh grader at Fer-
rucci Junior High. There, he met English 
teacher Joann Johnson. He describes 
that time as a turning point in his early 
life.

“Little did I know I had just been placed 
with someone who would help me dur-
ing a pivotal moment in my life,” he 
said.

As a teenager, Galloway said he had low 
self-esteem and usually kept to himself. 
Johnson, he said, encouraged him to 
work hard and praised him when he 
succeeded. 

“She would print out certifi cates that 
she would give out to students who 
were putting forth an effort. I still have 
the certifi cates she gave me, and I keep 
them in an album,” he said. “With this 
positive role model in my life, I began 
to feel better about myself.”

Johnson said she worked to improve the 
confi dence of her students. She said she 
is proud of Galloway’s achievements 
both in law enforcement and in his new 
career path.

Galloway carried a 4.0 grade point 
average through his college classes and 
he’s now back in the classroom with 
the Wounded Marine Careers Founda-
tion. He encourages students to try their 
hardest in school and seek out an area of 
interest.

“Life is what you make of it,” he said. 
“Find something you have a strong pas-
sion in and go for it. There is nothing 
better than enjoying what you do for a 
living. It is not work, but a lifestyle, if 
you enjoy what you do.”

For the past several years, Hannah Cas-
sidy has been at the forefront of a drive to 
educate other teens about the dangers of 
drinking and doing drugs.

The Puyallup High junior serves as 
a youth adviser to the Pierce County 
Leadership for Alcohol and Drug Free 
Youth Coalition. She helps organize town 
hall meetings for teens and adults in the 
Puyallup area and works to get her peers 
involved.

“I’m glad I can help my community,” she 
said.

The group’s most recent meeting took 
place last June at the Puyallup Library. 
She helped to secure grant money to fund 
the town hall meeting and enlisted other 
students to help produce the event.

Through the countywide group, Cassidy 
has also worked with the Pierce County 
DUI Task Force and the Tacoma Trauma 
Trust, a partnership between trauma cen-
ters at three local hospitals. In addition, 
Cassidy attended conferences around 
the country, including the Underage 
Drinking Enforcement Training Center’s 
National Leadership Conference in 
Nashville, Tenn.

She said her drive to help spread the 
word about the damaging effects of 
drugs and alcohol started as an eighth 
grader at Kalles Junior High. The Coali-
tion and Tacoma Trauma Trust visited 
her school and asked for students to 
help organize a mock drug overdose 
and alcohol poisoning event. Cassidy 

was in the school’s Leadership class at 
the time and volunteered to help fi nd 
student actors and organize a subsequent 
assembly. 

The actors demon-
strated the effects of a 
drug overdose and an 
alcohol poisoning in 
front of other students. 
The group then hosted 
an assembly to discuss 
the re-enactments and 
the risks associated 
with underage drink-
ing and elicit drug 
use. 

The assembly included a panel of experts 
representing health care, law enforcement, 
liquor control, insurance, and a parent 
whose son was killed in a car crash after 
returning from an underage drinking party 
on his prom night.

The next year, Carolynn Morris, outreach 
coordinator with the Tacoma Trauma 
Trust, returned to the school and ap-
proached Cassidy about continuing her 
leadership efforts by becoming involved 
with the Pierce County Leadership for 
Alcohol and Drug Free Youth Coalition.

As an adviser for the group, Cassidy said 
she hopes she’s setting an example for 
other students. She serves as the group’s 
liaison with other local youth, working to 
get her peers involved in activities such as 
the town hall meetings.

“When we need youth volunteers, she’s 

the go-to person,” said Morris, director of 
the coalition.

Since 2005, the countywide coalition 
has worked to establish connections 
within communities to help address 
underage drinking and drug use, Morris 
added. The group recently received a 
$1.2 million Drug-Free Communities 
grant to further its efforts in Puyallup.

“Our mission is really to bring the com-
munity together with a goal of creat-
ing a strategic alliance to enhance the 
community’s ability to reduce underage 
drinking and its problems so that our 
youth have a safe and healthy environ-
ment to grow up in,” Morris said.

Puyallup High Principal Jason Smith 
praised both Cassidy’s involvement in 
the coalition and the example she sets 
for other teens. “It’s so positive and 
refreshing to have a student who is in a 
leadership role and highly visible take a 
proactive stance against underage drink-
ing and drug use,” he said.

Cassidy’s work, he added, sends other 
teens the message that they don’t need 
to drink or take drugs to fi t in.

To see a related story about a recent 
presentation at Emerald Ridge High 
School on the dangers of drinking and 
driving, visit the school district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the top 
of the Home page under District Head-
lines, click More District News. 

Student educates on dangers of alcohol, drugs

Hannah 
Cassidy



After completing a perfect regular season, 
the Emerald Ridge High girls bowling 
team rolled ahead in post-season to a 
championship victory — the school’s fi rst 
state team title in its nine-year history.

Emotions ran high when the team learned 
it had won the two-day state tournament 
and claimed the Class 4A bowling title 
February 7 at Narrows 
Plaza in Tacoma.

“We were cheering 
and crying. It was just 
crazy,” said team cap-
tain Kerrianne David-
son. The victory was 
especially sweet for the 
senior, who joined the team as a sopho-
more a year after girls bowling began as a 
sport in this district.

Others, like ninth grader Courtney Couch, 
said they were shocked at the magnitude 
of being the best in the state.

“It took a couple of hours to hit me. It was 
so overwhelming,” said Couch, a student 

at Glacier View Junior High and fi rst-
year member of the varsity team. Couch 
bowled a 257, just shy of her all-time high 
game of 266, to help secure the Jaguar’s 
victory. She maintains a 198 average.

In addition to winning her fi rst state title, 
Couch ended up placing third in state in 
the individual standings. Puyallup High 

School junior Kaycie 
Root fi nished in eighth 
place.

The Jaguars knocked 
down 7,333 pins over 
the two-day tournament, 
edging out Kennewick 
High by 60 pins. On 

Friday, each member bowled six games. 
On Saturday the students combined their 
skills in each of the 14 games, bowling 
two frames each per game. Puyallup High 
School’s bowling team, coached by Ann 
Carpenter, fi nished fourth in state.

“I would totally attribute their success to 
how they worked as a team,” said Em-
erald Ridge High bowling coach Debbie 

Vernon. “They also have the 
greatest sportsmanship at-
titude I’ve ever seen played. 
That’s the kind of team I’m 
proud to coach.”

Vernon, a paraeducator at 
Emerald Ridge High, also 
praised the efforts of her 
assistant coach, Allen Mc-
Cormack, whose daughter, 
Allison, bowls on the team. 
“He knows how they roll, 
and he was a tremendous 
help with the team.”

The school’s athletic coordi-
nator, Dell Dittus, said he is 
“ecstatic” with the perfor-
mance of the bowling team 
this season.

“To go undefeated through 
the league, district, and state 
tournament is a monumen-
tal achievement,” he said. 
“Special recognition should 
go to coach Debbie Ver-
non and her team for their 
perfect season and, just as 
importantly, for represent-

ing Emerald Ridge High School and the 
Puyallup School District with class and 
dignity.”

Principal Brian Lowney added, “It is fi tting 
that our fi rst team state championship has 
been accomplished by this group of student 
athletes. They are great students, fantastic 
bowlers, hard workers, and a ton of fun to 
be around. They represent Emerald Ridge 
and our school community very well.”

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, 
and fi tness, congratulated both Emerald 
Ridge High and Puyallup High for landing 
in the top eight fi nishes at state.

“I offer my sincere congratulations 
to both Annie Carpenter and Debbie 
Vernon and the entire girls bowling team 
rosters at both Puyallup High School 
and Emerald Ridge High School,” Wells 
said. “Their accomplishments are truly 
noteworthy and a testimony to their hard 
work ethic, commitment, and determina-
tion in completing the season at such a 
pinnacle point.”

This is the fourth year girls bowling has 

been offered as a sport in the Puyallup 
School District.

Last year, Rogers High placed eighth in 
state, Emerald Ridge High won the South 
Puget Sound League (SPSL) South Divi-
sion tournament, and Puyallup High fi n-
ished fi rst in the league in regular season 
play and second in the SPSL tournament. 
Additionally, a Puyallup High School 
bowler was voted the league’s Most Valu-
able Player, and Carpenter was named 
SPSL Girls Bowling Coach of the Year.

In just its second year of competing, sev-
eral individual bowlers qualifi ed for the 
state bowling championship and Puyallup 
High School took fi rst place in the league.

This year’s winning Emerald Ridge High 
School team received special recognition 
last month during a schoolwide assem-
bly. Students and staff congratulated the 
bowlers for winning the school’s fi rst-ever 
team championship, and the girls posed 
for photos with their trophy and plaque.

“They are a young team,” Vernon said. “I 
can’t wait for next year!”

Students who want to participate and/or 
compete in sports or selected extracurricu-
lar activities in fall 2009 must pass a mini-
mum of fi ve classes and maintain at least a 
2.0 grade point average this semester.

“I encourage all athletes and students 
involved in selected activities to give due 
diligence to their academic performance 
this spring semester,” said Rick Wells, 
director of athletics, health, and fi tness.

Last year, the Washington Interscholastic 
Activities Association (WIAA) toughened 
its stance on athletic and activities eligibil-
ity by requiring every junior high and high 
school student in Washington to pass a 
minimum of fi ve classes in a semester.

The Puyallup School Board raised the 
academic bar even higher by requiring 
students to earn at least a 2.0 (“C”) grade 
point average to be eligible for sports and 
extracurricular activities. This change 
takes effect in fall 2009, but it applies to 
the grades students earn this spring.

Students not meeting standard will face 
a three-step probation period and sus-
pension policy. Those who do not meet 
standard at the end of this semester, for 

Grades earned this semester affect fall athletic eligibility 
example, will be suspended from com-
petition for fi ve weeks at the high school 
level, or three weeks at the junior high 
level. The suspension from competition 
begins at the start of the next semester 
— in this case, on the fi rst day of practice 
in the fi rst (fall 2009) semester.

Sports and activities affected by the new 
eligibility standards are listed in the ac-
companying chart.

Students who sign up for cheer or dance 
and drill will be held to the same stan-
dards as those participating in athletics. If 
ineligible to “compete,” they will not be 
able to perform at athletic events or other 
WIAA-sanctioned cheer, dance, and drill 
competitions.

Drama, forensics, and music program 
students who are ineligible to compete 
will be excluded from WIAA-sanctioned 
events such as state solo ensemble con-
tests and debate competitions.

Special provisions will continue to be 
made for students with special needs. 
They will be required to meet whatever 
academic standards are established in their 
individual education plans, Wells said.
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Emerald Ridge High bowling team wins state championship

Photo above: Winners of the state bowling championship are (from 
left, top row) students Courtney Couch, Lauryn Murdoch, Allison 
McCormack, and Emily Detillion. Bottom row: coach Debbie Vernon 
and bowlers Kerrianne Davidson, Shannon Dexter, and Gabrielle 
Bostwick. 

A complete wrap-up of the 
winter sports and activities 
season will be featured in the 
May issue of Connections.

Courtney Couch, a ninth grader at Glacier 
View Junior High and fi rst-year member of 
the varsity team, bowled a 257 during one of 
the state tournament games. 

New athletic eligibility standard at a glance
2009-10 school year
• Pass 5 of 6 classes in a semester
• Maintain a 2.0 grade point average, effective fall 2009

Note: Students must pass 5 of 6 classes AND have a minimum 2.0 GPA at the end 
of the spring semester of 2009 to be eligible for sports and activities beginning in the 
fall semester of 2009.

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) sports and 
activities affected by the new eligibility standards:

Sports
• Baseball • Basketball • Bowling  • Cross Country 
• Football  • Golf • Gymnastics  • Soccer
• Softball • Swim and Dive • Tennis • Track and Field
• Volleyball • Water Polo • Wrestling

Activities
• Cheer • Dance and Drill • Drama
• Forensics/Debate • Band, Choir, and Orchestra 

Note: Club sports, such as lacrosse, are not sanctioned by the school district,
South Puget Sound League, or the WIAA, and are not required to meet the new 
athletic eligibility standards.



Honoring Cultures exhibit returns to Spring Fair April 16-19
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District students will once again cel-
ebrate cultural awareness through art 
during the Puyallup Spring Fair. The 
Honoring Cultures exhibit, set for April 
16-19, will showcase student-created art-
work, literature, and performances based 
on a theme of diversity.

The event takes place throughout the 
Spring Fair at the Showplex Exhibition 
and Conference Center.

Students will be invited to discuss their 
work and read stories aloud between 10 
a.m. and 8 p.m. on Saturday, April 18. 
Individual students and district groups 
will also perform music and dance 
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. A local band 
will follow on stage at 6 p.m.

For the past few years, the district has 
been using curriculum developed by the

The judges from the Spring Fair in Puyal-
lup faced a daunting task. With a pile of 
more than 400 student posters stacked 
before them, they had to narrow the fi eld 
of pink pigs, cavorting cows, and racing 
roller coasters to the top six entries.

“It wasn’t easy,” said Karen LaFlamme, 
public relations counsel with the Fair. 
“The students did a magnifi cent job with 
the project.” 

This is the second year that the “Spring 
Fair in Puyallup Poster Project” contest 
welcomed the artistic talents of second 
graders throughout the district. After a 
successful fi rst year, the district and Fair 
staff agreed to expand the program this 
year to include junior high school stu-
dents.

The top three winning entries from both 
grade levels and 14 honorable mentions 
will be on display during the Spring Fair 
April 16-19. The posters will hang in 
the KidZone area on the fi rst fl oor of the 
Pavilion.

The brightly colored crayon, colored pen-
cil, markers, and watercolor images refl ect 
memories of the Spring Fair through the 
eyes of students.

Teachers at both grade levels integrated 
themed lessons in art and social studies. In 
art, for example, they taught elementary 
students how to identify and use warm 
and cool colors.

During the social studies unit, second 
graders were asked to think about how the 
Fair brings people together, generation 
after generation, then interview a parent or 
other adult about their favorite memories 
of the Fair.

Junior high school teachers presented a 
DVD provided by the Fair that explains 

Students blend art, social studies in Fair poster contest

how posters can be used as effective 
communication tools. The teenagers also 
learned about careers in art.

After carefully eyeing the hundreds of 
entries, judges awarded the top prize at the 
second-grade level to Zaree Warren, a stu-
dent in Janie Dymond’s class at Woodland 
Elementary School.

Warren’s crayon drawing shows a red barn 
with a chicken roosting in the loft and a 
family of farm animals, including a pig, 
chick, cow, and bunny, gathered outside 
under blue skies and a big yellow sun. In 
big bold letters at the top of her poster she 
writes, “Spring Fair in Puyallup!! Woo 
hoo!!!”

Felicia Poynter, a student in JoAnn Noel’s 
class at Carson Elementary, won second 
place for her vibrant picture of a roller 
coaster and farm animals. Every inch of 
her paper is fi lled with images drawn with 
brightly colored markers.

Third place honors go to Kayla Bower, a 
student in Susan Brown’s class at Zeiger 
Elementary, whose detailed crayon 
drawing shows rides, carnival booths, 
food stands, a barn, and a clown on a 
unicycle.

Ferrucci Junior High art teacher Deidre 
Davis encouraged her art students to enter 
the contest and said they were thrilled to 
learn they swept all three top awards.

First-place winner, Leah Wright, used 
oil pastels to illustrate Mt. Rainier in the 
background with a winding road moving 
toward the front of her poster. Alongside 
the road are images from the Spring 
Fair including farm animals, a barn, and 
carnival rides.

Second place went to Delilah Black-
Tongue, who used colored pencils to illus-
trate the Extreme Scream ride, the faces 
of a rabbit and a pig, and a daring carnival 
ride that spins fairgoers in a circle.

Student Kelly Harrington took third 
place with her depiction of numerous 
fair rides and booths, including the Fer-
ris wheel, roller coaster, district Science 
Fair, and food and game vendors. Har-
rington used colored pencils to create 
her detailed images.

Every student who submitted a poster 
receives a certifi cate of participation, and 
each participating school receives a $100 
donation from the Fair to purchase art 
supplies.

The winning classrooms receive $150, 
$250, or $300 for fi rst, second, or third 
place to be used for classroom art sup-
plies.

As fi rst-place winners, both Warren and 
Wright also receive 10 Spring Fair gate 
tickets, 14 ride tickets, and a basket 
of art supplies. Their artwork will be 
featured on Spring Fair tickets handed 
out to schools in the South Puget Sound 
region, and each member of their class 
receives a Spring Fair in Puyallup gate 
admission ticket.

The Fair also pays to bus Warren’s second-
grade class to a private party at the fair-
grounds, including scones, beverages, and 
complimentary gate admission to the Fair.

Director of Student Learning Brian Fox 
praised the work by students, as well as 
the efforts of teachers who tied the poster 
project to learning standards established 
by the state for art and social studies.

“Once again this year we saw some out-
standing work by our students,” he said.

To view more photos of the student win-
ners and their artwork, visit the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us or 
the Fair Web site at www.thefair.com.

Respecting Ethnic And Cultural Heritage 
(REACH) Center. During the Fair exhibit, 
students will demonstrate what they have 
learned through the REACH Center and 
other programs in the district’s extensive 
multicultural curriculum.

The Honoring Cultures exhibit is a 
culmination of months of planning to 
ensure that schools are equitable in their 
approach to diversity, offer opportunities 
for grade level and schoolwide diversity 
programs, and align efforts to incorpo-
rate appreciation for diversity with the 
district’s K-12 multicultural curriculum, 
said Administrative Intern Andrea Dailey.

Additional information about the district’s 
multicultural education can be found on 
the district Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Point to Our District and click 
Diversity Affairs.

Zaree Warren, fi rst place
Woodland Elementary

Felicia Poynter, second place
Carson Elementary

Kayla Bower, third place
Zeiger Elementary

Leah Wright, fi rst place
Ferrucci Junior High

Delilah Black-Tongue, second 
place, Ferrucci Junior High

Kelly Harrington, third place
Ferrucci Junior High

Northwood Elementary kindergartner Seth Talik puts the fi nishing 
touches on his palm tree artwork inspired by a lesson about the 
Hawaiian culture.


